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Concepts on the Final Common Assessment

Spring Semester 2019
Questions relating to the following concepts from the midterm common assessment will be on the final common assessment:

1. The number of ways that the Constitution can be formally amended.

2. The theories on the origin of states.

3. The father of the Constitution.

4. The reason why President has the power to issue executive orders.

Questions relating to the following concepts from the last quarter will be on the final common assessment:

1. The reason why some argue that the representation of the states in the Senate is “undemocratic”

2. The number of representatives in The House of Representatives and/or the number of Senators in the United States Senate.

3. The terms of office of Senators and Congressmen and term limits, if any?

4. What happens to the House of Representatives after each national census?

5. What is gerrymandering and why it gives an incumbent an advantage?

6. The Constitutional requirements for being President, a Senator, or a member of the House of Representatives (a Congressman).

7. Who are constituents?

8. What is an electorate?

9. What determines the number of members in the House of Representatives and in the US Senate?

10. Why is the term of office longer for a Senator than it is for a Congressman?
11. Why is the oversight function of Congressional Committees?

12. What does it mean when a lawmaker is voting “partisan”?

13. Why is the US judicial system a “dual court” system?

14. What does the terms suffrage or franchise refer to?

15. What were the stages of extending the franchise or suffrage in the US?

16. What are the two types of opinions that are usually written for each US Supreme Court decision?

17. When the United States Constitution went into effect in 1787, who was eligible (“allowed”) to vote?

18. What were common voting restrictions in 1800? 
19. What is the significance of the 15th and 19th amendments to the Constitution?

20. What are the three universal voting requirements in the United States today?

21. What were poll taxes and how were they used to discriminate in the past?

22. What are some of the reasons why people are currently denied the right to vote?

23. What does it mean when lists of registered voters are purged?
24. Why are various groups and individuals opposed to laws requiring voter identification?

25. What is literacy and how were literacy tests used to discriminate in the past?

26. What are the ways that we study voter behavior?

27. What is voter socialization?

28. Who are one’s peers?

29. What is mass media?

30. What are the methods used for studying public opinion?

31. What is the difference between a sample and a universe with regards to polling?

32. What is the difference between a straw and a scientific poll?

33. What is mean by the term “isolationism” as it relates to US foreign policy?

34. What is the Selective Service System?

35. What is the job description of the United States Secretary of State?

36. What is the difference between a regressive and a progressive tax?

37. What is an excise tax?

38. What is a tax placed on items brought into the United States from abroad?

39. Under the Constitution, who has the power to tax?

40. What are a budget surplus and a budget deficit?

Questions relating to the following Supreme Court decisions will be on the final common assessment:

1. Marbury v Madison

2. Plessy v Furguson

3. Dred Scott v Sandford
4. Roe v Wade

5. Brown v The Board of Education

Questions and Key Terms on Lopez’s Final Exam

1. Compare and contrast what John Locke and Thomas Hobbes believed with regards to the power of government?

2. What are the various forms of mass media?

3. Why is a straw poll less reliable than a scientific one?

4. Why does the Declaration of Independence contain a list of grievances?

5. Why is the judicial system in the US considered a dual system?

6. Why do incumbents benefit most from gerrymandering?

7. Why parents and family members are important factors in determining a person’s public opinion?

8. In addition to inherent powers what are other sources of federal power?

9. What are three sociological factors that influence voter behavior?

10. How did 19th amendment extend voter suffrage?

11. What is one psychological factor that influences voter behavior?

12. What important role does education play with regards to a person’s public opinion?

13. What are four types of mass media?

14. What are the three branches of government?

15 What are the three formal qualifications for being President of the U.S.?
16. Why do polls sometimes under estimate the strength of candidates such as Donald Trump?

17. What was the significance of the Supreme Court decision on Obergefell v Hodges?

What important role does the US Senate play with regards to the appointment of all federal judges?

18. What is the term of office that Senators are elected to?

19. How many justices are normally on the Supreme Court?

20. How many Senators are elected by each state?

Key Terms in the Word Banks on The Final Exam

19th Amendment


22nd Amendment

25th Amendment

Thomas Jefferson


Preclearance


Filibuster
House of Representatives

White House


Literacy

President Wilson


Federalism


Electorate


Diplomatic Immunity


Bicameral


Unicameral

Pres. Franklin Roosevelt

Government


James Madison

Executive Article


Gerrymandering

Excise tax



President Lincoln


Democracy


Dictatorship

Articles of Confederation

Opinion Leader

Quorum

Head of Government


Electoral College

Magna Carta

Pardon




Public affairs


Concurrent

Reprieve



Commute


Anti-federalists

Federalists



Public Affairs


Straw

Separation of Powers


Supremacy clause

Bill of Rights

Sample




Executive Agreement

Treaty


Rule of Law



Rider



Judicial review

Bill




Constitution


Autocracy

Parliamentary



Great Compromise

Progressive Tax
Regressive Tax




You will also need to know the definitions of the following:


Impeachment


Natural rights

Peers

Veto

