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1. What is the “social contract” theory of government? (From your human capital)

2. Under the social contract theory of government, what is the purpose of government? (From your human capital)

3. Given the purpose of government, what kind of government is best? (From your human capital)

4. What has President Obama recently said regarding wealthy American?

5. How have Republicans responded to this statement?

6. Which opinion does the author Paul Krugman agree with and how do you know he has a bias?

7. What has happened to the income of families in the middle of the population between 1979 and 2005?

8. What has happened to the income of people in the top 100th of the richest 1% during this same period?

9. How does the author feel government policy is tilted?

10. What are some examples of the policies he feels at tilted?

11. How has or tax policies shifted to the benefit of those in the top brackets?
12. What has the nonpartisan Tax Policy Center regarding the tax rates for those earning over $1 million a year?

13. If this is the rate for 25% of those earning over $1,000,000 what is the rate for the other 75%? (Think about it!)

14. How does the author seek to respond to those saying that the richer have been paying an increasing percentage of the overall tax burden of the nation?

15. How does the author seek to respond to say that the rich should be allowed to keep their money?

16. How does Elizabeth Warren seek to use the social contract as justification for taking an increased part of their wealth/income?

17. What does the author say the Republicans are attempting to do? 

18. What does the author say will be the result it the nation adopts the policies advocated by the Republican Party?
19. Is it true that the Republicans are seeking to exempt the wealthy from the social contract? (From what you know regarding the social contract)

20. How might John Locke respond to the idea that the majority should be permitted under the social contract to seize a disproportionate share of the wealth and income of the minority, the rich? (From what you know)

21.  Considering the nature of justice in society as a conflict between two priorities, how is the question of taxing the wealth and income of the rich an example of this idea of “justice”?

