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1. What are tradeoffs? (From what you have learned in class to date).

2. What is opportunity Cost? (From what you have learned in class to date)

3. What is the difference between possibility and probability? (From what you have learned in class to date).

4. What is a high opportunity cost an important factor in considering possibilities versus probabilities? (From what you have learned in class to date).

5. What does the term “Guns or Butter” refer to? (From what you have learned in class).

6. In 2004, what did Osama Bin Laden identify as one of his objectives in his war on the United States?

7. Why does the New York Times believe that this objective was not “crazed”?

8. For every dollar that Bin Laden spent in attacking the United States what was the cost to the United States?

9. How does the total cost associated with the attacks on 9/11/01 compare with our overall total national debt?

10. While some cost the NY Times says were unavoidable, what cost do they identify as “less quantifiable”?
11. Given what we know about choices and the nature of opportunity cost, why did the Times describe the opportunity costs associates with our post 9/11 choices as “less quantified”?

12. What trade offs does the Times cite as to how some of $2 trillion used for the non direct cost could have been spent?

13. How did Obama’s director of national intelligence explain how the costs associated with the aftermath of 9/11 have spiraled out of control?

14. How does David Rothkopt, the author of a book on national security seek to divide the nation’s post 9/11 expenditures?
15. Rather then describing the choices as being between guns versus butter, how were the trade offs viewed at the time of the attack?

16. How does the actual cost of the ware on global terror to date compare with some of the estimated costs suggested in 2002?

17. Why does the author refer to the war in Afghanistan as “a bargain”?

18. What aspect of the Nation Security Strategy of the United States that was adopted following 9/11 has contributed to the nature of the United States response and the costs associated thereof?

19. How did President Obama seek to draw back the nation from the commitments made following the attacks on 9/11?

20. How does the author believe that the costs associated with the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars have influenced the US’s actions with regards to Libya?
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