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Mass Media, Public Opinion and Interest Groups

 (Text pages 206 to 256)

Name:__________________________



Period:______

Key Terms:

1. Public affairs:________________________________________________________

2. Public opinion:_______________________________________________________

3. Mass media:_________________________________________________________

4. Opinion leader:_______________________________________________________

5. Peer group:__________________________________________________________

6. Mandate:___________________________________________________________
7. Interest group:_______________________________________________________

8. Public opinion poll:___________________________________________________

9. Sample:____________________________________________________________

10. Random sample:______________________________________________________

11. Quota sample:_______________________________________________________

12. Straw vote:__________________________________________________________

13. Medium:____________________________________________________________

14. Public agenda:_______________________________________________________

15. Public policy:________________________________________________________

16. Public interest group:__________________________________________________

17. Propaganda:_________________________________________________________

18. Lobbying:___________________________________________________________

The Formation of Public Opinion:
19. What does it mean when we say that individuals are part of different publics?

20. What important role does the family play with regards to pubic opinion?

21. What important role does the formal education/schools play with regards to public opinion?
22. What are four other important factors that influence an individual’s public opinions? (p 211)

a._______________________

b._______________________

c._______________________

d._______________________

   23. What are four ways that we measure public opinion? (p215)

a._______________________

b._______________________

c._______________________

d._______________________

24. What is the best method for measuring public opinion? (p 217)

25. What are the two types of polls and how are they conducted? (p 217)

a._______________________

b._______________________

   26. What are the four steps in the polling process? (p 218)

a._______________________

b._______________________

c._______________________

d._______________________

  27. What is important in evaluating polls? (Lopez)

  28. Why do public opinion polls have a limited impact on our government? (Lopez)

The Mass Media:

  29. What is the role of mass media? (p 222)

  30. What are five types of mass media? (p 222-223)

a._______________________


b.______________________
c._______________________


d.______________________
e._______________________

  31. What role does the media play with regards to shaping the public agenda? (p 228) 
  32. What are the limits on the media’s influence? (p229)
   33. The importance of the internet. (Lopez)

a. Democratization:

b. Blogs:

c. Uncensored:

d. Time factors:

e. Fund raising:


f. Examples of its importance:

