Liberty High School

Course Information Form

Course Title: Economics 
Instructor: Mr. Manuel Lopez

Grade Level: 12th Grade

Room: E10
Textbook: Economics: Econ Alive, The Power to Choose by TCI
Outside Readings: As assigned by instructor

Appointment and Telephone Procedures: The preferred method of contacting the instructor is by email using either the school’s website at www.libertyuhsd.k12.ca.us/Liberty  by clicking on “Contacts” and then in the subsequent screen clicking on “Faculty and Staff” where you can scroll down to the instructor and click on my email address or by emailing me directly at mlb0121@gmail.com . You can also leave me a message on my  “facebook” or if absolutely necessary you may call me on my cell phone 925 324 7725. Please DO NOT leave a message on the instructor’s voice mail at school, since I seldom check my school voice mail. I also do not return student calls after 8 pm. 
Course Description:  This course fulfills the Economics graduation requirement as well as UC/CSU elective requirements. The course is designed to deepen students’ understanding of the economic problems and institutions of the nation and world in which we live. It will provide students with the knowledge and skills required to make reasoned decisions on economic issues as citizens, voters, consumers, business owners, managers, and members of civic groups. This course is primarily a social science course enriching students’ understanding of the operations and institutions of economic systems.

Course Outcomes: Pursuant to the State Education Standards for Economics, upon completion of this course in Economics the course will have the following outcomes:

1. Students will understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning.

2. Students will be able to analyze the elements of America’s market economy in a global setting.

3. Students will be able to analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy.

4. Students will be able to analyze the elements of the U.S. labor market in a global setting.

5. Students will analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy.

6. Students will analyze issues of international trade and explain how the U.S. economy affects, and is affected by, economic forces beyond the United State’s borders.

These outcomes will include the specific elements included for each of these outcomes as provided for by the state standards.
Teaching Strategies:

1. Lecture and note taking

2. Role playing activities

3. Cooperative Learning Exercises

4. Study Guides

5. Oral Presentations and Exercises

6. Discussions and Debates

7. Guest Speakers

8. Films and Overheads

9. Outside Reading Assignments

10. Textbook Reading Assignments and Exercises

11. Teacher generated quizzes and tests

Class Notebooks: Students are expected to maintain a class notebook. In the front of their notebooks students will maintain this course outline. Following thereafter will be handouts and notes for each lesson. The handouts for these lessons can be downloaded from Notendorsing.com and copies can be requested from the teacher The class notes for each unit will be collected and graded on the day that this material is assessed. Collectively, the class notes booklet will represent 20% of the overall grade for this course.
Homework Expectations: Homework assignments and homework articles and other readings can be downloaded from notendorsing.com.  A Maximum of six articles and their study guides will be assigned for August, September, and November and three for the months of October and December. All homework will be date stamped when submitted. Article study guides will be due on the last day of class each month.  Collectively, the homework assignments will represent 20% of the overall grade for this course. Students will have an opportunity to complete late work and missing assignments if they are completed with the teacher either during lunch, after school on A days, or on a Sunday when this opportunity is offered. 
Extra Credit Opportunities:
Current Events Article(s): Students will have two opportunities to earn extra credit to improve their overall semester grade. During the first four months of the semester, students may submit a total of five articles relevant to economic concepts covered in class. For each article, students are to attach a short explanation identifying the concept, defining the concept, and then in a sentence or two explaining why the article you selected relates to this concept. Students will also share their article with the class at the start of a lesson after our current event discussions. Articles must be current, and it must be an article that has not already been submitted by another student. Each article satisfactory submitted, subject to a five article limit, will add .5% to the student’s grade at the end of the semester. 
Video Project: Prior to the October break, students may sign up to submit a two to three minute video (not a powerpoint) that they created, illustrating the economic concept. they selected when signing up. . The actual videos will be due on the first day of class after our two week fall break Videos must be unique in that they represent the creative efforts of the student and/or are not similar to other videos submitted to date including those from past 
Students who satisfactory complete this extra credit assignment will have 2.5% added to the student’s grade at the end of the semester.
Extra Credit: In addition to the general above mentioned extra credit opportunities all tests including the final as well as several homework assignments will have extra credit questions. Therefore its possible to get one or more questions incorrect on these tests and assignments and still earn 100% on these test and assignments.  
Group Project & Presentation: During the first quarter of the semester, pairs of students will sign up for an economic concept to demonstrate in class. During the second quarter, students will be assigned a group project on the relationship between a public issue and one or more economic concepts. 
Tests, quizzes, common assessments, and the final exam:  There will be a minimum of 7 tests during the semester. The dates of all tests will be posed online as well as in class. Tests will be scheduled no earlier than the second class session following the date that the material to be assessed was covered in class. At the teacher’s discretion, small pop quizzes of six questions or less may be given on the date that material was covered. Common assessments will be given at the midpoint of the semester as well as at the end of the semester. A final exam will also be given by the instructor at the end of the semester. 
Make-Up  tests, quizzes, and examinations: Students with excused absences from school on the day of any examination can take a make up examination the day after returning to class. In the case of truancy or unexcused absences, no make up exam will be given and the student will receive a grade of “F” for this Examination.  It is not my practice to drop the lowest grade nor to allow students to retake a test with an unsatisfactory grade. 
Semester grades are calculated as follows:


Quizzes and Tests


20%


Class work



20%


Homework



20%
Common Assessments


10%

Final Exam



10%

Presentations and Projects

 5%

Key Term Pods (Study Guides)

 5%


Activity Study Guide


 5%


Oral Graphing assessment

 3%


Five economic reasoning principles
 2%

Participation: positive incentives will be used in class to motivate students to avoid being tardy truant in class and to increase student participation. The school’s overall tardy and truancy policies will apply.

Remind: Students are encouraged to sign up for notices and reminders using Remind.com. 

Teacher website: All articles, study guides, and due dates are on the teacher’s personal website www.notendorsinhg.com, This website is not associated with Liberty High School.

Community Service: The Course Outline originally stated that the school’s community service requirement for seniors has been revised. The school district however, subsequently directed the three high schools that the requirements for community service this year are to be the same as during the 2013-14 school year. Therefore, all seniors are to complete 20 hours of approved community service and to submit the required time cards and an essay in the form required on or before April 15th, 2020 Thereafter half credit will be given for submissions after the deadline but prior to May 1st. No submissions will be accepted after May 1st. Such service to represent 5% of their overall grade in the spring Social Studies Course.  Failure to satisfy this requirement can result in a failing grade in the course as well as non-qualification for June graduation.
Class Rules: 

1. Respect yourself and others

2. Be seated and ready for class before the bell

3. Teacher reserves the right to limit eating or drinking in class except for water

4. Do not attempt to use the phone or computer

5. No cell phones, electronic devices, or CD players can be used during class.

6. Do not cut class.
7. As requested by the school administration, students may not be excused to use the restrooms during the first and last ten minutes of class.

Eating and drinking in class: As per the class rules, eating and/or drinking in class is subject to the teacher’s discretion, students who are not tardy or have truancies may eat and drink in class. The teacher will revoke this privilege if a student spills, fails to clean up after themselves including leaving litter or wrappers behind, is not on task, not participating, or  who eats or drinks and then ask to leave to use the rest room.
Success in Class: Success is on on-going process and not the final objective of this course. Students working to meet the standards can maintain their success in this class by doing the following:

1.   Be prepared for class. This means bringing to class all appropriate materials required and or requested by the instructor.

1. Pay attention, take notes, and participate

2. Write down all assignments

3. Turn in all assignments when due

4. Maintain a well organized and complete notebook

5. Read the assigned pages of the textbook studying all key terms.

6. Ask questions and seek assistance if needed.

7. Do not be truant and avoid unnecessary absences

8. Take advantage of tutoring and opportunities for reviewing the material.
9. Maintain a positive attitude 
In addition, please realize that you may at times earn a below average grade but that these individual challenges will not define you unless you let them. Consider them a learning opportunity illuminating something you simply need to study further or possibly review with the instructor. 
Cell Phones: Cell phone use including for text messaging is strongly discouraged. Please discontinue all cell phone use and do not have your cell phones out while within the classroom. Cell phones will be collected during tests and assessments. 
Tutoring and Extra assistance: The instructor will make every effort to provide extra assistance during lunch or after school on A days to any students who make a positive effort to be successful. There will also be an opportunities to complete missing assignments and get extra help on several Saturdays and/or Sundays during the second quarter. Students who are truant, frequently tardy, do not take full advantage of learning opportunities in class and/or fail to make a satisfactory effort should not expect the instructor to provide tutoring or outside assistance.
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